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MGWC  
Holiday Celebration 

and 

2024 Awards & Recognitions 

This newsletter supports the Tennessee Extension Master 
Garden Program in providing research-based, innovative and 
usable horticulture information to all Tennessee residents 
through a dedicated and skilled volunteer network.  

The December MGWC General Meeting was a true par-
ty as we celebrated the Christmas Season and honored 
our many award recipients. The evening featured a 
scrumptious “breakfast for dinner” themed buffet, a 
“larger than life” holiday decoration silent auction and 
concluded with everyone’s favorite 
“right and left” gift exchange. Page 2 of 
this issue features the many recipients 
of awards highlighting the accomplish-
ments of MGWC members in 2024! 
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2024 Awards & Recognitions 

Annual recognition of members who performed volunteer hours of 100, 200, 300 or 400 in 12 
months from Nov 1- Oct 31. 100 Hours: Lori Bornholtz, Theresa Brown, Sara Chodl, Suzanne 
Dunn, Patrick Fannin, Peggy Fannin, Vicki Folsom, Maryann Hicks, Ed Jacobs, Jennifer Johnson, 
Linda Kovacs, Barbara Nissel, Shene Scott, Alex Scott Sr., MaryJo Shockley, Gina Stayshich, Patti 
Stein, Carol Walenga, Debbie Williams, Deb Williams.  200 Hours: Linda Lauthern, Rosemary 
Marshall, Carol Stroud, Connie Williams, Karla Clark, Joni Wohnrade  300 Hours: Tina Benson, 
Tonya Gardner, Mark Holysz, Deanna Jackson, Marianne Pelletier 400 Hours: David Bates 

 Leaf Club Award 

*******************************************************

Given to the MGWC member 
who performed the most vol-
unteer hours in the current 
calendar year. The recipient 
has their name added to the 
Pam Pulley plaque that hangs 
in the Master Gardener build-
ing in Fiddler’s Grove.       
2024 Recipient: David Bates 

Pam Pulley Award President’s Award 

******************************************************* 

Chosen by the MGWC President, 
these Master Gardeners have made a 
significant contribution to the organi-
zation over the current year. Recipient 
has their name added to the Presi-
dent’s Award plaque that hangs in the 
Master Gardener building in Fiddler’s 
Grove. 2024 Recipients: Mark Holysz 
and Marianne Pelletier  

Years of Service Awards 
This award highlights those members who 
have served as a valuable part of MGWC for 
10, 15, 20 and even 25 years!   

10 Years of Service:  David Bates, William Brooks, Susie Butler, 
Patricia Hoag, David Vowell 

15 Years of Service: Carol Benson, Veronica Gammons, Doris Gar-
rison, Barbara Martinez, Marianne Smith, Dwayne Smith, Carol 
Walenga, Jan Whitaker 

20 Years of Service:  David Greer & Mary McDougle 

  Special Honors       

go to Larry & Judy 

Price for 25 Amazing 

Years of Service to 

MGWC!! 

400 

200 300 

100 

Holiday & Award photos courtesy of Lori Bornholtz & Tonya Gardner 



 

 

Many years ago, 1991 to be exact, I came to 

own a Christmas cactus. It was one of the 

flowers that was sent for my Dad’s funeral. 

It was in a foil wrapped pot so I bought a 

pretty little ceramic pot to put it in. It sat on 

a window sill and I watered it once a week. 

Life was busy so I didn’t think much about 

it. A few years later, I had little kids and 

didn’t have much time for taking care of 

plants. I was just trying to keep my little 

girls alive! Also, I didn’t really know much 

about house plants to be honest. I watered it and occasionally (rarely) gave it some plant food. It was a 

healthy enough plant. It didn’t bloom every year, in fact, it hardly ever bloomed more than one or two 

blossoms, but the foliage was pretty and it looked nice as part of our home décor.  I’m a little embar-

rassed to say that Christmas cactus stayed in the same little pot for well over 20 years.  

Several years back, I decided that maybe I should re-pot that little plant. I had a couple of larger pottery 

pieces to choose from but no middle sized pots so I gave that little plant quite the upgrade! Within a 

month that Christmas cactus had spread out, put on new growth, and looked as if it had always belonged 

in that big pot. My husband and I marveled that it had even fit in the smaller pot. How could it have been 

only a month since it was repotted? It was like some magic-growing fairy dust had been sprinkled on it! 

That fall, it started blooming in October and didn’t stop producing blooms until April. Not just one or 

two blooms… it was LOADED down with beautiful hot pink double blossoms! It has bloomed like that 

every year since! That’s when it dawned on my dumb little brain: Plants will only grow as big as the pots 

we plant them in. I had never even thought about that concept before, but WOW! That principle can be 

applied in so many areas of life.  

As we look at a new year of being Master Gardeners of Wilson County, maybe we should keep this con-

cept in mind. As we take on new projects and expand the ones we already have in place, we will grow! 

True, we will grow by adding new Master Gardener interns this year, which is a great thing, but I’m not 

talking about growing in numbers so much. It’s really about the 

growth that takes place when we try new things, learn new skills, 

and don’t allow ourselves to get stuck in a rut. We should take the 

opportunity to visit other projects, work with different Master Gar-

deners, learn new techniques, and gain new appreciation for the 

work others do. When a plant is root bound, its growth is restrict-

ed. Often we stick with what we know because we are comfortable 

in our little pots, but that isn’t where the growth happens.  I want  

to encourage you to incorporate something new this year in your 

Master Gardener volunteer hours or CEU credits. Let’s expand   

our range of vision and allow ourselves to blossom and grow like 

never before.         
 Growing together, 

        Tonya Gardner 
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A Year and a Day                 
On Just a Few Acres  
by Peter Larson 
 

Peter Larson and his wife, Hillarie, own a 45 acre farm in a 
farming community near Ithaca, New York. The farm is a 
7th generation family farm, having been deeded as a Revo-
lutionary War plot. Peter, a successful architect, left his job 

at 44 years of age to renovate the family farmhouse and revitalize the family farm. They longed for a change and 
an opportunity to go back to his family’s roots.  
 
Peter writes about the struggles of small scale farming, though his delivery is optimistic and positive. Much of 
that comes from a can-do disposition, and a commitment to live in a self-reliant fashion, striving to minimize reli-
ance on outside sources.  Peter recounts their decisions to rebuild the farm prioritizing family involvement, mini-
mal debt, careful expense management and less reliance on banks. He shares stories of 
raising chickens, turkeys, pigs, Dexter cattle, and garden produce in the local farmer’s 
market and building relationships in the community that they both cherish and rely on.  
 
A Few Acres Farm is built upon sustainable practices and regenerative farming tech-
niques. Their livestock is pasture raised and their farming practices are healthier for 
the soil, producing an end product that is high quality. It is also healthier for the farm 
budget because they are devoted to a do-it-yourself existence, repairing their own 
equipment, growing their own hay, producing most of their own electricity, and heat-
ing their home with their own firewood. They eat what they raise and grow, and sell 
the excess to the community.  
 
This is truly an inspirational book for those looking to homestead. It is down-to-earth 
textbook for those seeking a self-reliant lifestyle. Their work ethic is to “farm crea-
tively by combining traditional farming values with progressive ideas”, but to main-
tain a flexibility that allows them to pivot to other techniques when necessary.  
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Submitted by Tonya Gardner 



 

 

 
    

  

 

 

 

2025 started with a bang with January’s general member-
ship meeting. The gathering was held in the Arnett Educa-
tion building at the Wilson County Fairgrounds. The theme 
was our annual Chili Cook-off, and after our crew sampled 
many entries and cast many votes, this year’s winner was 
Rosemary Marshall with her delicious Vegetarian Chili! 
(You can find Rosemary’s recipe featured on page 8). The 
awards were presented by stellar Cook-Off Coordinators 
MaryJo Shockley and Peggy Fannin. 
 
Our guest speaker was Jason Reeves. Jason grew up on a 
farm in West Tennessee, where he fell in love with the plant 
world. He received a Master's in Ornamental Horticulture 
and Landscape Design from the University of Tennessee. In 
2002, he became a research horticulturist and curator of the 
University of Tennessee Gardens in Jackson. Jason’s color-
ful plant combinations and unique garden art, made by re-
cycling everyday objects, draw thousands of people to the 
Center each year.  When he’s not bringing the grounds to 
life with his imaginative garden displays, he’s evaluating 
new plants for the state’s green industry, speaking at gar-
dening symposiums, and serving as a contributing editor to 
Fine Gardening magazine. In 2021 he bought a 45-acre 
farm where he has planted over 12,000 daffodils and hun-
dreds of trees and shrubs. You can follow him on Facebook 
at Jason Reeves – in the garden.  
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1st 

2nd 

3rd 

Rosemary 
Marshall 

Linda         
Lauthern 

Carol      
Stroud 

Jason Reeves captivated MGWC 

members with his presentation on 

“Hydrangea Hysteria”.               

Photos courtesy of Tonya Gardner 
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Congratulations to our latest new 
green badge recipient Kelly Darpino, 
awarded at the Dec General Meeting  

Photo courtesy of Lori Bornholtz  



 

 

 

By Tonya Gardner 
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The Old Mill 

In November, my family and I traveled to Central Arkansas to visit family 
and friends. One of the  stops we always make when we visit is to The 
Old Mill in North Little Rock. This hidden gem is located about 2 blocks 
from the house where I grew up. I played there often during my growing 
up years, and my husband even proposed to me at The Old Mill in 1988. 
Our daughters had many photos taken there as they were growing up, and 
on this trip, we brought our grandson Henry for his first visit! It is a rite of 
passage in our family and a destination we hold dear.  

 
Built in 1933 under the direction of developer Justin Matthews, the mill is not a working mill, 
but resembles the early Arkansas grist mills of the 1800s.  The grist millstone on the first floor 
dates back to 1828 and some of the stones used in the construction of the mill were milestones 
moved from a nearby road laid out more than 150 years ago by Jefferson Davis. Several sec-
tions of wrought iron used in the building were cut from the stern of a steamboat that traveled 
the Arkansas River in the early 1800s.  
 
Wood-like benches, bridges and structures throughout the park are actually heavy duty con-
crete sculptures designed and built by the world famous sculptor Señor Dionicio Rodriguez.  
He used an art technique called Faux Bois that mimics the look of 
wood. He was so secretive about his process that no written plans 
or mixture formulas exist.  In recent years, his great nephew was 
commissioned to make some necessary renovations using his spe-
cial techniques. His structures are truly works of art!  
 

The opening scene of Gone with the Wind, which was released in 1939, was filmed at the Old 
Mill. It is believed to be the only remaining structure from the movie. The Old Mill is also on 
the National Register of Historic Places.  
 
All of the gardens throughout the park are carefully designed and maintained by the Pulaski 
County Master Gardeners.  The Old Mill is beautiful in every season. I’m hard pressed to 
pick a favorite as each season at The Old Mill has its own beauty. I will say that a snowy Old 
Mill is pretty spectacular, but then the flowers in Spring are breathtaking too, and fall colors as 
the backdrop of the stone building is stunning as well. Summertime brings the ducks to the lake 
and the turtles come out to sun themselves, and those are always favorites of the visitors!  
 
If you’d like to do a walk through of this beautiful park, you can go to this link:   
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpdXEWmBbLeJr-5rfiFVBOz6vzCqIJXLj 

Enjoy these stunning Old 

Mill photos courtesy of 

Tonya Gardner.  Visit 

Arkansas to view this 

breathtaking setting,   

lovingly managed by the 

Pulaski County Master 

Gardeners  
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Do you have a favorite recipe you 
would like to share for our news-
letter?  We welcome submissions. Be 
sure to credit the source (cookbook, a 
family recipe, etc) and pictures are 
great!    

 

Send your recipe submissions to: 
WCMGNewsletter37087@gmail.com 
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MGWC Honors Our Own Linda Robertson 
On December 8, 2024, the Master Gardeners of Wilson County were finally 
able to celebrate Linda Robertson receiving the Tennessee State Master Gar-
dener of the Year award.  The party was held in a lovely conference hall at the 
beautiful new REI Distribution Center in Lebanon, TN. Many friends and fam-
ily of Linda came to share in her day, as well as quite a few Master Gardeners.  
 
Guest speakers, such as Amy Ritter, Tina Benson, Debbie Williams, Justin 
Stefanski, Buddy Ingram, and Natalie Bumgarner shared many kind words 
about what they’ve learned from Linda over the years. Linda was presented 
with her award and a book containing pictures from many years of teaching 
about native plants and heart-felt tributes to Linda.  

 
It was a privilege to watch others honor Linda 
and hear what she means to so many. Her influ-
ence is far reaching. We celebrate you, Linda! 
Congrats on being Tennessee Master Gardener 
of the Year!  Linda proudly displays her award 

Clockwise from upper left: Linda & Natalie Bumgarner, Justin Stefanski,  Linda and her proud family, 

Natalie Bumgarner, MGWC members, family & friends gather to celebrate, Linda poses with retired  

Cedars of Lebanon State Park Ranger Buddy Ingram 

Event photos courtesty of Tonya Gardner 



 

 

CLICK HERE TO VIEW FULL CALENDAR 
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2025 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

PRESIDENT  
Tonya Gardner        president@wilsoncountymg.org 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Connie Williams 

                             vicepresident@wilsoncountymg.org 

 
SECRETARY 
Sara Chodl                secretary@wilsoncountymg.org  
 
TREASURER 
Carol Stroud             treasurer@wilsoncountymg.org  
 
CERTIFICATION OFFICER 
Linda McCain     

                    certificationofficer@wilsoncountymg.org  

 
Lucas Holman 

County Director 
925 East Baddour Parkway Suite 100 

Lebanon, TN 37087 
Office: 615-444-9584 

Email: lholman1@utk.edu 
 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE   

CHAIR  
Tonya Gardner          thetonyagardner@gmail.com  

STAFF 
  
Lori Bornholtz                       lamborney@gmail.com 

Lauren May                            lauren@andymay.com 

Kami Norwell                     kamikaye37@gmail.com 

Connie Williams    connie.g.williams@comcast.net 

Deb Williams             debwilliams1950@gmail.com 

Fran Strausberg              frans37087@hotmail.com 

Sydney McIndoo        sydney.mcindoo@gmail.com             

Kate Crawford                    katesmiley1@gmail.com 

Sherry Phillips                     sherrylphillips@gmail.com  

 

Questions, Comments or Article Submissions?  
Email us at WCMGNewsletter37087@gmail.com 
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