
December’s Meeting always brings a celebratory spirit as we wrap up our year and reflect
on our successes. As always, you shine in the selfless ways you serve our organization. 
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Pam Pulley Award for
most volunteer hours: 

Marianne Pelletier

Presidents Award 
presented to: 

Debbie Williams

Year Service Awards: 

15 Year Pin
Marilyn Holysz  

Connie Greer
20 Year Pin

Margaret Ann Trail
Sondra Bishop

25 Year Pin
Sally Swain

Roseann Beasley White

Margaret Ann Trail

Mark Holysz accepting
on Marilyn’s behalf

Sally Swain Connie Greer



Theresa Brown - 101 hours
Susie Butler - 128.50 hours
Carla Covell -  104.75 hours
Patrick Fannin - 162 hours
Peggy Fannin - 157 hours
Vicki Folsom -  166.50 hours
Debbie Franek - 112.50 hours
Maryann Hicks - 150 hours
John McAllister - 175 hours
Barbara Nissel - 161.50 hours
Cheryl Puhl - 122 hours
Amy Ritter - 186 hours
Nancy Savard - 133.50 hours
Shene Scott - 175.50 hours
Alex Scott - 110.75 hours
Julie Smith - 160 hours
Gwen Stahnke - 102.75 hours
Gina Stayshich - 103 hours
Patti Stein - 114 hours
Julie Wharton - 110.50 hours
Debbie Williams -127.50 hours
Deb Williams - 121 hours

Receiving 200 Hour Pins
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....continued from page 1

Receiving 100 Hour Pins

Karla Clark - 231.25 hours
Mark Holysz - 250.50 hours
Deanna Jackson - 209 hours
Linda Lauthern - 231 hours
Rosemary Marshall - 269.4 hours
Linda McCain - 236.25 hours
MaryJo Shockley - 279 hours
Connie Williams - 271 hours

Receiving 300 Hour Pin
Joni Wohnrade - 322.5 hours

Receiving 400 Hour Pins
David Bates - 460.5 hours
Carol Stroud - 411 hours

Receiving 500 Hour Pin
Marianne Pelletier - 561 hours

Receiving 600 Hour Pin
Tonya Gardner - 606.5 hours
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Joe Lamp’l is the host of the podcast, “The Joe
Gardener Show”as well as the PBS show
“Growing a Greener World,” now available on
YouTube.  Joe’s passion for practical gardening,
using organic procedures while maintaining
ecological stewardship, is evident as you listen
to him speak and interact with his guests.  

His guests are experts in their areas of
gardening and share helpful suggestions, as well
as interesting facts. The topics run the gamut -
from gardening as we age to native plant swaps
for popular plants to preserving what you grow in
your garden. You will find something that
interests and applies to you. He also has a
popular series of courses offered on online
called “The Online Gardening Academy.”

In his podcast and videos, you’ll find his advice
is empirical. He seeks to take the some of the
guesswork out of gardening. There is something
for all levels of experience - from beginners to
seasoned gardeners. He desires to inspire a
younger generation of gardeners.  Throughout
his podcast and in his videos you’ll hear Joe’s
purpose: More Gardens, More Gardeners. What’s
not to love about that?

New Members Badges 

Some Upcoming Events 

The Garden Buzz 

More Upcoming Events 

March Meeting Recap 



If I am driving alone in the car, going for a walk or working on a mindless task around
the house, you can bet money that I am listening to a podcast or audio book.  My gears
are always churning and working on something - productively and nonproductively.  If
you ask some people what they are thinking about they might say “Aww... nuthin’ much”
and that blows my mind! I can’t imagine my brain being so chill - must be nice!  My
answer would be, “What ISN’T my brain thinking about?”  SO... listening to a podcast or
an audio book seems to let my hyperactive mind settle down and be in the moment. 

The exception to all of that is when I am working in the yard. I absolutely LOVE listening
to the squirrels chatter as they leap from limb to limb, the insects as they buzz around
the new blooms,  and the birds as they chatter and call to one another.  I hope one day I
can be better at identifying the bird calls around me, but for now, I have to rely on the
Merlin Bird ID app from Cornell Lab.  

I enjoy taking a garden work break to sit on the porch swing with my app to see how
many birds it identifies around me in 1 minute.  It’s so disappointing when in one
minute, it only identifies a few birds, like a mockingbird.  Ugh - boring.  I guess it also
depends on what time of day I’m working.  One morning last week,  I was so tickled
when in one minute, it identified ELEVEN birds!! It heard: Chipping Sparrow, Carolina
Wren, Blue Jay, Osprey, House Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Tufted Titmouse, Northern
Mockingbird, House Finch, Northern Cardinal and Carolina Chickadee.  

Was the app accurate? I don’t know.  Is that a lot of birds in 1 minute? I don’t know that
either.  But I was excited about it! I’ll just live in my Snow White fantasy that my little
yard is magical and they were all there to sing to me as I work.  I hope you feel that way
about your yard too!
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What’s has Tonya Listened To This Month?
“Theo of Golden” by Allen Levi (I absolutely loved it!)
“The Correspondent” by Virginia Evans (I just started it so can’t recommend yet.)
All But My Life by Gerda Weissmann Klein (Very highly recommend but heavy.)
The Plant Strong Podcast with Rip Esselstyn (Health podcast on the power of plants.)
Chris Beat Cancer by Chris Wark (Health book - no, I don’t have cancer.)
Dedicated with Doug Brunt Podcast (Talking to authors about their books - I like it but it
might not be your thing.)
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Denise Honeycutt is fully certified
and received her Green Badge. 

Sonia Higgs is fully certified
and received her Green Badge. 

Diane Varnell is fully certified
and received her Green Badge. 

Rebecca Pond is fully certfied and
received her Green Badge.  Picture

is unavailable. 
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044DA4AE29ABFBC52-63284352-spring#/


Our featured steward this month is Mark Holysz.‌ ‌ ‌Mark graduated‌
from the Master Gardener Program in 2021. 

Mark is from Illinois and was raised in the Chicago area. He is a‌
1976 graduate of the Michigan State Grad School with a degree in‌
higher education administration and an undergraduate degree in‌
Mathematics from the University of Dayton. Before he retired, he‌
worked as a student financial aid officer. 

He and his wife Marilyn we’re involved in the Morton Arboretum
in Glen Ellen, Illinois before they moved here to Tennessee. T‌hey‌
were both working in the Monarch garden when he decided to‌
become a tree steward in the Arboretum. Mark is the Steward over‌
the Common Persimmon, the Western Cedar also known as the‌
Green Giant, and the Japanese Zelkova. All three are located near‌
the Monarch Garden which made it very convenient for him to be‌
the steward over these beautiful trees. He also said it sparked his‌
interest because he was not familiar with the species of these trees‌
because they were not familiar up north in Illinois and give him an‌
opportunity to learn about them. 

TREE  STEWARD HIGHLIGHT :  

A R B O R E T U M  N E W S  

T H E  J A PA N E S E  Z E L KOVA  

Mark Holysz 

Articles/Photos by Judy Burgess 7

Baddour Parkway Arboretum

The Japanese Zelkova (Zelkova serrata) is a large, deciduous tree,
known for its vase-shaped form, attractive exfoliating bark, and

tolerance to urban conditions.  This makes it a popular street and
shade tree, often used as an American elm substitute due to its

resistance to Dutch elm disease. It features serrated green leaves that
turn yellow, orange, or red in the fall.  It is a tough durable tree that

thrives in full sun, and can tolerate drought once it is established.
 The Japanese Zelkova grows to 50 to 80 feet and has a lifespan of 60

years. It is native to Eastern Asia, specifically originating from
Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and eastern China, including Manchuria.
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A great crew turned out at Maryann Hick’s home in
mid March to receive, organize and tag trees for TN
Tree Day!  Over 1500 trees were delivered to their
new owners! Hard work, fun friends and many new

trees make our world a better place!

Photos by Linda Lauthern 
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The January membership meeting was held on Tuesday, January 6, 2026 at the Arnett Education
Building C. beginning at 6:00 pm. A chili cook-off was held with up to eleven participants entered in
the contest. There were numerous sides including cornbread, shredded cheese, and various other
foods to round out the meal. The decorations were bright and added just the right touch of hot and
spicy. The first place winner of the chili contest was Linda Lauthern, second place to Eric Lay and
third place to Nancy Savard. 

The guest speaker for the January meeting was our own Sara Chodl. She and her family purchased
land 14 years ago with the thought of Homesteading. Homesteading is a self-sufficient lifestyle
focused on producing your own food, preserving resources, and reducing reliance on external
systems. As her family had no prior experience in homesteading, she walked us through the journey
of starting out with rocky, limestone land, planting raised gardens with plants suitable for the area,
bringing animals to the farm, working with extension agencies and fellow farmers to understand
and develop their resources, which include soaps, herb based remedies, and other products.
Through this journey they have come to understand that they may never become fully self-
sufficient, but have embraced the knowledge they have gained and the lifestyle they have learned to
appreciate. 1 CEU

There were 75 members and one guest present and 31 zoom members for a total of 107.
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Peggy Fannin presents 
Linda Lauthern with a chef’s 

hat for her 1  Place chili
winning recipe!

st

Recap by Karen Martin - Photos by Jay Martin
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The February membership meeting was held on February 3rd in the East/West Building. The
theme for dinner this month was “Italian Valentines Dinner”. Members provided a wide variety of
delicious looking pasta dishes, salads and, as always, amazing desserts. 

The guest speaker this month was David Hughes from Rockbridge Trees out of Bethpage,
Tennessee. He started out by growing pecan trees and has branched out to a variety of other
trees and plants since. He was well versed in trees that were especially good pollinators for
bees, butterflies, moths and other insects. Some of the trees mentioned were the Catalpa Tree,
Buck-eye tree, Basswood Tree, White Oak and Black Cherry. 

There were 66 members present, 3 guests and 35 members signed in to Zoom for a total of 104
people. 

David Hughes of Rock Bridge Trees



The March membership meeting was held on March 3  in the East/West Building. The theme
for dinner this month was “St. Patrick’s Irish Dinner”. Members provided some traditional
fare such as Irish Stew, Cabbage and Potatoes. Some traditional Irish music and delicious
desserts rounded out the meal. 

rd 

The guest speaker this month was Amy Ritter. She has been a landscape designer of
Tennessee Native Plants for 11 years. She brings her expertise, energy and enthusiasm to a
new project in the Mt. Juliet area called “Cedar Creek Greenway Restoration Project”. The
trailhead begins at Charlie Daniels Park and continues for 1.1 miles. The goals of this project
include removing undergrowth and debris to allow native plants to grow.  Much of the
undergrowth includes invasive species of plants and trees. Invasive species are plants not
native to the region, have a high adaptability to different conditions, can out compete native
species, have seeds that are prolific and disperse well, and have a lack of predators. 

The greatest predators in this project are the beaver. They will eat the bark of trees and
especially prefer the black cherry and oak trees. 
The goals of this project include:

Plant ID - Invasive plant removal - Wrap trees vulnerable to beaver -  Monitor plants
There were 69 members present, 3 guests & 36 members on Zoom for a total of 108 people. 

12Recap by Karen Martin - Photos by Jay Martin
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In these vernal seasons of the year..., it were an injury and
a sullenness against Nature

not to go out and see her riches and partake in her
rejoicing.

~ John Milton, Tractate of Education



T h e  m o r e  y o u  k n o w . . .  t h e  m o r e  ( n a t i v e  p l a n t s )  y o u ’ l l  g r o w !
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We will have Northern Blue
Flag Iris available at the TN

Native Plant Sale on May 16
- you NEED one!

th
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C L I C K  H E R E  T O  V I E W  F U L L  C A L E N D A R  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044DA4AE29ABFBC52-63285478-earth#/
https://utia.tennessee.edu/publications/wp-content/uploads/sites/269/2024/02/W436.pdf
https://utia.tennessee.edu/publications/wp-content/uploads/sites/269/2024/02/W436.pdf


2026  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  

PRES IDENT  -  TONYA GARDNER
PRES IDENT@WILSONCOUNTYM

G.ORG

VICE  PRES IDENT  -  
CONNIE  WILL IAMS

VICEPRES IDENT@WILSONCOU
NTYMG.ORG 

SECRETARY -   SARA CHODL
SECRETARY@WILSONCOUNTY

MG.ORG 

TREASURER  -   CAROL STROUD
TREASURER@WILSONCOUNTY

MG.ORG 

CERT IF ICAT ION OFF ICER  -
L INDA MCCAIN

CERT IF ICAT ION@WILSONCOU
NTYMG.ORG 

LUCAS  HOLMAN -
COUNTY DIRECTOR 

925  EAST  BADDOUR PARKWAY
SUITE  100  

LEBANON,  TN  37087  
OFF ICE :  6 15-444-9584  

EMAIL :  LHOLMAN1@UTK .EDU
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C O M M U N I C AT I O N S  C O M M IT T E E

C H A I R  -  To n y a  G a rd n e r
to n y a g a rd n e r @ w i l s o n c o u n t y m g . o rg

 
L o r i  B o r n h o l t z  

l a m b o r n e y @ g m a i l . c o m  

L a u re n  M a y  
l a u re n @ a n d y m a y. c o m  

C o n n i e  W i l l i a m s
c o n n i e . g . w i l l i a m s @ c o m c a s t . n e t  

Fra n  S t ra u s b e rg  
f ra n s 3 7 0 8 7 @ h o t m a i l . c o m

S h e r r y  P h i l l i p s
s h e r r y l p h i l l i p s @ g m a i l . c o m

K a re n  M a r t i n
m a r t n 5 @ a o l . c o m

J a y  m a r t i n
j a y. m a r t i n 5 0 0 5 @ g m a i l . c o m

Q u e s t i o n s ,  C o m m e n t s  o r  A r t i c l e  
S u b m i s s i o n s ?  E m a i l  u s  a t :

W C M G N e w s l e t t e r 3 7 0 8 7 @ g m a i l . c o m  

We  w e l c o m e  y o u r  i d e a s !
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